In the Outer Court

that is earnestness. They have a definite purpose
before them. Definitely and clearly they understand
to what they are aspiring, they are looking on the
world with an earnest purpose under their life; and
this, it seems to me, is perhaps the most salient
characteristic and the one, which as I said, is com-
mon to them all. Those of you who are at all
familiar with sacred literature in other lands than
this will remember how much stress is laid on this
quality of earnestness, of a definite purpose working
itself out in a definite way. If you look at some of
the ancient books belonging to the Indian faiths you
will find that heedlessness is marked as one of the
most dangerous of failings; earnestness, on? the
other hand, as one of the most valuable of
attainments; it matters not to what religion you
turn, you will find on this a perfect unanimity.
Everyone who has reached this stage that we are
thinking of has passed beyond the bounds that
separate one creed from another, has realized that
in all creeds there are the same great teachings,
and that all the religious men are seeking the same
great goal; so that it is not surprising that whether
you turn to the Scriptures that belong to one faith
or another, inasmuch as they all come from the
same great Brotherhood of Teachers you will find
the same characteristics are noted as marked in the
aspirant, and all of them speak of this quality of